Onto the JNational Stage

CONGRESSWOMEN IN AN AGE

OF CRISES, 1935- 1954

THIRTY—SIX WOMEN ENTERED CONGRESS BETWEEN 1935 AND 1954.,
a tumultuous two decades that encompassed the Great Depression, World War 11,
and the start of the Cold War. Women participated in America’s survival, recovery,
and ascent to world power in important and unprecedented ways; they became
shapers of the welfare state, workers during wartime, and members of the military.
During this time the nation’s capital took on increasing importance in the everyday
lives of average Americans. The Great Depression and the specter of global war
transformed the role of the federal government, making it a provider and protector.
Like their male counterparts, women in Congress legislated to provide economic
relief to their constituents, debated the merits of government intervention to cure
the economy, argued about America’s role in world affairs, and grappled with
challenges and opportunities during wartime.

Distinct trends persisted from the pioneer generation of women in Congress.
Second-generation women still made up only a small fraction of the total congres-

sional membership. At their peak, 1§ women served in the 83rd Congress

Senators Joseph T. Robinson (far left) and Hattie W. Caraway of Arkansas at the June
1936 Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, at which President
Franklin Roosevelt was nominated to a second term. Caraway was a supporter of the
Roosevelt administration’s New Deal economic recovery programs, many of which
benefited constituents in her agriculture-based state.
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Congresswoman Nan Honeyman of
Oregon joins members of the House Naval
Affairs Committee during an inspection
tour of the Naval Air Station at Seattle,
Washington. Honeyman, an ally of the
Franklin Roosevelt administration, had
advocated the construction of a major
naval facility along the Columbia River
n Oregon.

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

13 8 * WOMEN IN CONGRESS

(1953-1955)—about 2.8 percent. These numbers afforded women scant leverage
to pursue a unified agenda, though few seemed inclined to champion what would
later be called “women’s issues.” The widow-familial succession remained for
women a primary route to political office.

Subtle changes, however, slowly advanced women’s status on Capitol Hill. By
and large, women elected to Congress between 1935 and 1954 had more experience
as politicians or as party officials than did their predecessors. In the postwar era,
they were appointed more often to influential committees, including those with
jurisdiction over military affairs, the judiciary, and agriculture. Also, several
women emerged as national figures and were prominently featured as spokesper-
sons by their parties; this was a significant break from tradition.

CHANGE AND CONTINUITY:
Political Experience, Committee Assignments, and Familial Connections

Compared with the pioneer generation, the women Members elected during this
period had far more political experience. Half the women in the second generation
(18) had served as public officeholders or as party officials. Six served in state leg-
islatures or other statewide offices. Chase Woodhouse of Connecticut served two
terms as a popular secretary of state. Four women held local political office, and
11 served as party officials at the state and national levels. The level of education
of this group of Congresswomen mirrored that of the pioneer generation; two-
thirds (24 of 36) had received some kind of postsecondary education. Political
experience made women more attractive as candidates for national office. In 1934,
Caroline O’Day of New York told campaign crowds that the “political apprentice-
ship” of women had come to an end. With 31 women running for the U.S. House
of Representatives in 1934—and a record 38 in 1936 (12 of them nominated by the
major parties)—O’Day’s contention seemed validated.

The median age at which women were elected to Congress (49 years) was slightly
lower. This figure is important largely because it determines a Member’s ability to
accrue the seniority requisite for leadership positions. By comparison, the average




age of all House Members entering Congress from 1931 to 1950 was 4§ years; nearly
30 percent of the men were 39 or younger. The median age at retirement during this
era ranged from §3 to §7 years.? Three women, all during World War 11, were elect-
ed in their 3os—Winifred Stanley of New York, 33, the youngest woman elected to
Congress to that date; Katharine Byron of Maryland, 37; and Clare Boothe Luce of
Connecticut, 39. The oldest woman elected to Congress during this period was 66-
year-old Hazel Abel of Nebraska, a distinguished state official who served a brief
Senate term in 1954.

The Franklin D. Roosevelt administration, through the direct and indirect
efforts of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, helped boost the number of Democratic
women in Congress. Many of the women who rose in the 1930s to prominent posi-
tions in the federal government had known the First Lady since the days when she
worked in Greenwich Village settlement houses and registered women voters
across New York state.3 In making these appointments, President Roosevelt broke
with precedent; Frances Perkins was the first woman to serve in the President’s
Cabinet (Labor Secretary), former House Member Ruth Bryan Owen was the first
woman to serve as U.S. Ambassador (to Sweden), and Florence Allen was the first
woman judge on the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Connections to Eleanor Roosevelt proved to be influential in several
Congresswomen’s careers. Caroline O’Day, for example, was among Eleanor
Roosevelt’s confidantes. The pair had traversed New York in the 1920s, organizing
women voters and working on Governor Al Smith’s 1928 presidential campaign.

In the 1934 midterm elections, Roosevelt made campaign appearances on O’'Day’s
behalf, becoming the first First Lady to stump for a candidate. O’Day’s campaign
was successful, and she remained in Congress for nearly a decade. Congresswoman
Nan Wood Honeyman of Oregon, an unflagging supporter of FDR, had known
Eleanor Roosevelt since their days at finishing school in New York City. Helen
Gahagan Douglas of California conferred often with the First Lady. Eleanor
Roosevelt campaigned for successful Democrats Katharine Byron of Maryland
and Chase Woodhouse, among others, and she inspired young women to consider
political life. Coya Knutson of Minnesota recalled that a June 1942 radio address
by Eleanor Roosevelt prodded her to become active in civic affairs. “It was as if the
sun burned into me that day,” Knutson said.+

Impressive political résumés helped more women secure influential committee
assignments, particularly during and after the Second World War, when women
were assigned to prominent panels such as Agriculture, Armed Services, Naval
Affairs, Public Works, Rivers and Harbors, Merchant Marine and Fisheries,
Judiciary, and Interior and Insular Affairs. Five women were assigned to the
Foreign Affairs Committee, and four served on the Banking and Currency
Committee during this era. Other assignments reinforced patterns set during the
first generation of women in Congress, when women legislated on second- or
third-tier panels like Education, Veterans’ Affairs, Post Office and Civil Service,
and Government Operations. Many of these committees dealt with issues that had
long been considered part of a woman’s sphere. Women served on more than 30
House committees during this era. In the Senate, where only two women served
an entire term or longer, women won appointments to roughly 20 committees.$
A trailblazer, Margaret Chase Smith of Maine was a member of the powerful
Appropriations and Armed Services panels. Four women chaired six congressional
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With many men away on overseas military
duty during World War 11, American

women played an increasingly important

role in the national economy during the war:
Some, like this woman, filled nontraditional
roles. She is working as a riveter on an arcraft
assembly line.
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committees during the period from 1935 to 1954: Representative Mary Norton of
New Jersey—District of Columbia (1935-1937), Labor (1937-1947), Memorials
(1941-1943), and House Administration (1949—1951); Representative O’Day—
Election of the President, Vice President and Representatives in Congress
(1937-1943 ); Representative Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts—Veterans’
Affairs (1947-1949 and 1953-1955); and Senator Hattie Caraway of Arkansas—
Enrolled Bills (1933-1945).

House leaders, particularly Speakers Joe Martin of Massachusetts and Sam
Rayburn of Texas, promoted women to key positions. As Republican Minority
Leader in 1943, Martin secured seats for Margaret Chase Smith and Clare Boothe
Luce on Naval Affairs and Military Affairs, respectively, to recognize women’s
contributions to the war effort and to bring “a woman’s viewpoint” to traditionally
all-male committees.® Rayburn steered several women onto important committees,
including Chase Woodhouse, with whom he had a frank and warm relationship.
“You get the same pay as we do, don’t you?” Rayburn once asked her. “Yes, sir, for
a change,” Woodhouse replied. “And you worked three times as hard to get here
as any of us did,” he said.7 Speaker Rayburn, who shared Woodhouse’s disdain
for fundraising and admired her efforts to keep lobbyists at arm’s length, confided
to her, “If I had twenty-four like you, I'd be happy.”® Later in his Speakership,
Rayburn helped persuade reluctant committee chairmen to accept Coya Knutson
and Martha Griffiths of Michigan as members of powerful panels.

The widow’s mandate, or familial connection, remained prevalent in the second
generation of women in Congress. Fourteen of the 36 women who were elected or
appointed directly succeeded their husbands. Another woman, Leonor Sullivan of
Missouri, won election in 1952 to the St. Louis district served by her late husband
for much of the 1940s. Dixie Graves of Alabama was appointed to the U.S. Senate
in 1937 by her husband, Governor Bibb Graves. In all, 44 percent of the women
from this generation came to Congress through familial connections. The persistence
of this trend explains another statistic—nearly half the women elected or appointed
in this era (17) served one term or less. This was particularly true of southern
widows like Willa Fulmer of South Carolina, Florence Gibbs of Georgia, Elizabeth
Gasque of South Carolina, Rose Long of Louisiana, and Clara McMillan of
South Carolina, who were chosen by party leaders as temporary placeholders until
a permanent male successor could be found. For the first time in both chambers,

a woman succeeded a woman; Representative Stanley succeeded retiring
Congresswoman O’Day in a New York At-Large seat in 1943, and Hazel Abel
was elected Senator from Nebraska in 1954, succeeding Republican appointee
Eva Bowring.

LEGISLATIVE INTERESTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS:
Ongoing Great Depression

Between 1933 and 1938, Congress passed the New Deal, a sweeping package
of regulatory and economic recovery policies to alleviate the effects of the Great
Depression. These changes affected virtually every facet of American life—trans-
portation, banking, stock market regulation, agricultural practices, labor practices
(including the minimum wage, the maximum length of the workday, and collective
bargaining), public works, and even the arts. Many of President Franklin Roosevelt’s



proposals were approved by Congress in the first 100 days of his term, including

the Emergency Banking Relief Act, the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the Federal
Emergency Relief Act, the Tennessee Valley Authority, the Civilian Conservation
Corps, and the National Recovery Act.

A “second” New Deal began in 1935, as the focus on shoring up the economy
shifted to providing a long-term economic safety net for all Americans. In 1935,
congressional passage of the Social Security Act created unemployment insurance,
old-age pensions, and public assistance programs such as Aid to Families of
Dependent Children.9 These programs helped the American family and were
particularly critical to women, who often silently bore the brunt of the Great
Depression. Unmarried women, single mothers, and wives in need of jobs to sup-
port their families were disadvantaged not only by the scarcity of employment
but also by the widespread belief that a woman’s place was at home tending to the
family.’® As chair of the Labor Committee, starting in 1937, Representative Mary
Norton shaped late New Deal legislation, particularly the 1938 Fair Labor Standards
Act, which she personally shepherded through committee and onto the House
Floor for a vote. The act provided for a 40-hour workweek, outlawed child labor,
and set a minimum wage of 25 cents per hour. Norton later helped establish a per-
manent Fair Employment Practice Committee to prevent racial and gender dis-
crimination in hiring and helped secure pensions for elective and executive offices
by expanding the retirement system for federal employees.

After his overwhelming re-election victory in 1936, President Roosevelt
hatched an aggressive legislative plan to place as many as six additional Justices
on the Supreme Court. Made public in February 1937, FDR’s proposal was a thinly
disguised effort to add Justices favoring his economic policies to the high court,
which had recently nullified key New Deal programs such as the National Recovery
Administration and the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. Public contro-
versy ensued, and Congress refused to restructure the judiciary.” The court-pack-
ing episode is widely viewed as the beginning of the end of the New Deal reforms,
as southern Democrats aligned with Republicans to block the administration’s ini-
tiatives at home. The First Lady and Interior Secretary Harold Ickes stumped in
Congresswoman Honeyman’s Portland district during her 1938 re-election campaign,
which she lost largely because of her unflagging support for FDR. During the
next three elections, Republican women critics of the New Deal won election to
Congress— Jessie Sumner of Illinois (1938), Frances Bolton of Ohio (1940), Smith
(1940), Luce (1942), and Stanley (1942).

Intervention Versus Isolation

By the late 1930s, with European countries arming for war and tensions
increasing due to Japanese expansion in the Pacific, Congress shifted its focus to
preparing for war and to America’s role in world affairs. In the years after World
War I, a strong isolationist movement spearheaded by Members of Congress
from midwestern states gripped the country. The isolationists believed that the
Woodrow Wilson administration’s pro-Allied slant and big business interests had
drawn the United States into World War I, and they were committed to avoiding
another world war. From 1935 to 1937, Congress passed a series of neutrality acts
that incrementally banned arms trade with belligerent countries, the extension of
credit to warring countries, travel on belligerent ships, and the arming of American

Are you a girl with a
Star-Spangled heart ?

JOIN THE WA C NOW !

THOUSANDS OF ':":E Wemens Army Corps
JaB3 WEED FILUN United States Army

A World War 11 recruiting poster

Sor the Women's Army Corp (WAC).
Legislation authored by Congresswoman
Edith Nourse Rogers created the WAC
shortly after America entered World
War I1. In the Army and other military
branches, women took on important
assignments, among them roles as
support staff. nurses, and pilots.
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Willa L. Fulmer of South Carolina,
wife of the late Congressman Hampton
P. Fulmer, stands next to Speaker

of the House Sam Rayburn for a photo
commemorating bher Swearing-in as a
Representative in November 1944.
Fulmer, like many other widows elected
to Congress, served only as a temporary
placebolder for ber party, filling out the
brief remainder of ber husband’s term.

IMAGE COURTESY OF AP/WIDE ‘WORLD PHOTOS

142 * WOMEN IN CONGRESS

merchant ships. The final bill, the Neutrality Act of 1937, provided that at the
President’s discretion, belligerent countries could purchase nonembargoed goods
on a “cash-and-carry” basis, that is, the goods would be paid for when they were
purchased and transported on the belligerent country’s own vessels.

Opposition to American intervention in a potential world conflict centered in
the late 1930s around two groups, pacifists and isolationists. In addition to moni-
toring the growing fascist threat in Europe and Asia, the FDR administration was
waging a protracted battle at home with a core group of isolationists in Congress
who resisted increasing pressure to provide economic and military support for
America’s traditional partners in the Atlantic Alliance.™ Jessie Sumner epitomized
the isolationist perspective. Elected to the first of four terms in 1938, Sumner was
especially critical of American foreign policy in the months immediately after war
broke out in Europe in September 1939. She lashed out at the Roosevelt adminis-
tration for what she viewed as a pro-British bias, insisting, “our historical experi-
ence warns us that we cannot safely become an arsenal for belligerents.”’3

Caroline O’'Day, a member of the Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom in the 1920s, was the most significant female voice for pacifism in the late
1930s. In 1939, after Germany invaded Poland, beginning the Second World War,
O’Day opposed the amendment of earlier neutrality acts that prohibited selling
arms or extending credit to belligerent nations. Joining isolationists like Sumner,
she also voted against the 1940 Selective Service Act, the nation’s first peace-time
draft, saying, “As mothers whose sons would be obliged to go to war; as women
who, with the children, would remain at home to be the victims of air raids and
bombing of cities, we should have the right to vote against it, and express our
desire for peace.”™* However, O’Day ultimately supported the war effort when she
learned about the nature of the Nazi atrocities in Europe. “We as individuals and
as a nation must consent to play our proper role in world affairs,” said O’Day, who
was at heart, more an internationalist than an isolationist.

Congress eventually voted to repeal the arms embargo against countries fighting
Nazi Germany and, for the first time, allowed American merchant ships to convoy
arms and equipment to Great Britain. The majority of the women in Congress sup-
ported the Roosevelt administration’s foreign policy. Clara McMillan of South
Carolina, a mother of five young sons, reasoned that preparing for America’s seem-
ingly imminent entry into the war would best preserve her sons’ safety. Congress-
woman Rogers broke with fellow Republicans to vote against the neutrality acts
and for the 1940 Selective Service Act, citing the danger posed by Adolf Hitler’s
Germany. The Selective Service Bill passed Congress and was extended by a nar-
row margin a year later. Between 1940 and 1947, more than 10 million conscripts
served in the U.S. military.

Japan’s surprise attack against the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,
on December 7, 1941, unified the country for war. More than 2,400 persons were
killed, and 19 U.S. Navy ships were sunk or disabled. An anticlimactic but oft-cele-
brated event in the pacifist crusade occurred the next day, when Jeannette Rankin
of Montana cast the lone vote against declaring war on Japan. During her previous
term, in 1917, Rankin had voted against U.S. entry into World War I. A devoted
pacifist, she served in a variety of peace organizations before being re-elected to
Congress in 1940. Rankin’s vote against war on Japan effectively ended her House
career. “When in a hundred years from now, courage, sheer courage based upon



moral indignation is celebrated in this country,” editor William Allen White
observed, “the name of Jeannette Rankin, who stood firm in folly for her faith, will

be written in monumental bronze, not for what she did but for the way she did it.”16

Expanding Women’s Responsibilities in Wartime

Once the nation was committed to war, women in Congress legislated to make
available unprecedented opportunities for women as members and supporters of
the U.S. armed services. Congresswoman Rogers authored the May 1942 Women’s
Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) Act, which created up to 150,000 noncombat
positions (primarily in nursing) for women in the U.S. Army. Nearly 350,000
women eventually served as WAACs and in similar groups in other branches of the
military, including the navy (WAVES), the coast guard (SPAR), and the marines
(MCWR). Another 1,000 women became Women’s Airforce Service Pilots
(WASPs).17 Representative Rogers also shaped the landmark Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act of 1944 (commonly known as the G.I. Bill of Rights), which
authorized the Veterans’ Administration to help servicemen adjust to civilian life
by providing financial aid for school and job training, employment programs, fed-
eral housing loans, and medical care. Frances Bolton, a moderate isolationist before
the war, soon embraced military preparedness. She authored the Bolton Act of
1943, creating the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps, which was responsible for training
nearly 125,000 women as military nurses. Bolton later toured Europe to observe
these women at work in field hospitals. After the war, she advocated a greater role
for women in the military and even suggested they be made eligible for future
drafts. Margaret Chase Smith also strongly supported women’s participation in the
military. Her landmark Women’s Armed Forces Integration Act, passed in 1948,
ensured the permanent inclusion of women in the military.

The war provided new opportunities for some groups of American women. By
1942, so many men had been taken out of the economy to fill the military ranks that
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“...the name of

Jeannerte Rankin,

who stood firm in folly
Jfor her faith, will be
written in monumental
bronze, not for what she
did but for the way she
did 11’

—WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE

Congresswoman Helen Gahagan Douglas
of California addresses the 1945 World
2outh Rally in New 2ork City. Douglas,
elected in the fall of 1944, was a staunch
internationalist and an advocate for

the creation of the United Nations
Organization.
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Two women work at a clip spring and
body assembly line for .30 caliber cartridges
at an arsenal in Pennsylvania during
World War I11. Women filled numerous
Jobs on the wartime home front that

were essential 1o equipping troops
deployed overseas.
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women were recruited to make up for the “manpower” shortage. The War Manpower
Commission created an enduring image of the era with its “Rosie the Riveter”
campaign, which aimed to bring women—single and married—into the workforce.
Posters of Rosie’s muscular, can-do image as a production line worker at an arma-
ments plant projected an unconventional image of women as a source of physical
strength. Between 1941 and 1945, some 6 million new women entered the work-
force—swelling their ranks to about 19 million and a then-all-time high of 36
percent of the U.S. workforce.™

Labor Committee Chairwoman Mary T. Norton urged women not to retreat
into the home when the men returned from war. “This is the time for women every-
where to prove that they appreciate the responsibility they have been given,”
Norton said at the war’s end. “Women can’t be Sitting-Room Sarahs or Kitchen
Katies. They have homes to keep up, food to prepare, families to clothe . .. but they
have their world to make. ... American women today stand on the threshold of a
glorious future . ... They can grasp it ... or they can let it slide.” Norton spoke pas-
sionately about the pressure on women from industry and labor unions to vacate
jobs for Gls seeking employment: “Women are going to be pushed into a corner,
and very soon at that” It would be, she predicted, a “heartbreaking” setback.9

Shaping the Postwar Peace

Women Members were involved not only in preparing for and waging war, but
also in creating the framework for a lasting peace. In 1944, women rode a wave of
internationalist sentiment to Congress, partially signaling the triumph of FDR’s
foreign policy over the prewar isolationists. Three prominent internationalists—
Emily Taft Douglas of Illinois, Chase Going Woodhouse, and Helen Gahagan
Douglas—were elected to the House of Representatives. Emily Douglas was a
forceful and articulate advocate for the implementation of the Dumbarton Oaks
accords that created a postwar United Nations (UN). From her seat on the
Banking and Currency Committee, Woodhouse helped execute the Bretton Woods
Agreements, which created the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
Helen Douglas, a former Hollywood actress, enthusiastically endorsed postwar
U.S. reconstruction aid to Europe and supported the creation of the Atomic Energy
Commission to ensure that civilians, as well as the military, would have some con-
trol over atomic technology. At the opposite end of the spectrum, isolationist Jessie
Sumner retired from the House in 1947, citing her frustration with the President’s
power to set an expansive global U.S. foreign policy.

Civil Rights

The social and economic dislocation that resulted from the Second World
War reopened a long-running debate about civil rights in America.?® Reformers
believed that the African-American contributions to the war effort underscored
the moral imperative of repealing segregationist laws in the United States. Frances
Bolton challenged her colleagues on this point during a debate on outlawing the
poll tax used to disenfranchise African Americans:*' “Even at painful cost, America
must be true to her own vision, to her own soul, to her responsibility to tomorrow’s
world. We talk so much of democracy, of freedom. Can we have either so long as
great sections of our land withhold freedom?” Congresswomen took public and,
often, conflicting positions on civil rights. In the late 1930s, Senator Dixie Bibb



Graves received national press attention as an opponent of federal action against
lynching; she insisted that the practice was in decline and that federal statute would
intrude on states’ rights. Her colleague Hattie Caraway agreed and later opposed
efforts to outlaw poll taxes. Representative O’Day supported antilynching laws.
Representative Helen Mankin of Georgia, elected to an abbreviated term in 1946,
was an outspoken opponent of the politics of Governor Eugene Talmadge and of
Jim Crow laws that disenfranchised southern blacks. Widely popular with the
black community in her Atlanta-based district, Mankin was unseated in the fall
1946 elections, when Talmadge officials altered the rules for the Democratic pri-
mary. Marguerite Church of Illinois and Helen Douglas challenged segregationist
dining policies in the Capitol. At the very end of the period, Iris Blitch of Georgia,
a Talmadge protégé, won election to the first of four House terms and signed the
“Southern Manifesto,” opposing federal efforts to end racial segregation in the South.

The Cold War and McCarthyism

As the Second World War ended, the victorious alliance between Washington
and Moscow began to weaken. Soviet forces, which had broken the backbone of the
German army, occupied virtually every Eastern European capital. Soviet Premier
Joseph Stalin believed Russian security interests required control of western inva-
sion routes used by the Germans to invade his homeland twice during his lifetime.
Rather than evacuate Eastern Europe and East Germany, the Soviet Red Army
tightened Moscow’s grip and installed pliant communist regimes. A war of words
and mutual suspicions developed. By 1947, officials in Washington had decided
to try to contain communism by economic and military means—implementing the
Marshall Plan to rebuild Western Europe and West Germany and helping countries
plagued by communist insurgencies. The first Soviet test of an atomic bomb in
1949, the founding of the communist People’s Republic of China the same year, and
communist North Korea’s invasion of South Korea in June 1950 seemed to confirm
Americans’ worst fears about the expansion of international communism.??

Several women in Congress were vocal advocates of a hard-line American
policy toward the Soviet Union. Jessie Sumner raised concerns early on about the
nature of Stalinist foreign policy, arguing that Americans should beware of sup-
porting postwar international organizations because, she believed, they would
be co-opted by communist powers. Congresswoman Luce also criticized Soviet
motives, especially in regard to Polish sovereignty and, along with other Members
of Congress, accused the Roosevelt administration of capitulating to Stalin’s
demands for a Russian sphere of influence in Eastern Europe. Congresswoman
Edna Kelly of New York, elected to the House in 1949, was an ardent anticommu-
nist who gained the influential post of head of the European Affairs Subcommittee
on the Foreign Affairs panel. Kelly and others, such as Woodhouse, backed the
creation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949, supported
the Marshall Plan, and advocated large foreign-aid packages to help governments
resist communist insurgents.

The restructuring of U.S. national security policy and the billions of dollars
spent on the global war on communism changed America’s international role. Not
all Congresswomen agreed that such expenditures were in the best interests of the
American people. Maude Kee of West Virginia questioned the urgency of giving
multibillion-dollar aid packages to foreign countries when residents of her rural

Madame Chiang (left), wife of Chinese
Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek,
confers with Congresswoman Marguerite
Church of 1llinos. Church took a keen
interest in bow American foreign aid dol-
lars were spent in the effort to win the
global struggle against communism.
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“Grable” was a 15-kiloton atomic

weapon—stronger than the nuclear blasts
that leveled Hiroshima and Nagasaki at
the end of World War 11— detonated in
1953, at a Nevada test site. The nuclear
mushroom cloud became a symbol of the
Cold War and a constant reminder that
the superpower confrontation between the
United States and the Soviet Union could
spiral into nuclear destruction.
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Women of the 83rd Congress (1953~
1955). Seated, from left: Vera Buchanan of
Pennsylvania, Leonor Sullivan of
Missourt, Margaret Chase Smith of
Maine, Marguerite Church of 1llinois,
Gracie Pfost of 1dabo. Standing, from

left: Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts,
Frances P. Bolton of Obio, Ruth Thompson
of Michigan, Cecil Harden of Indiana,
Maude Kee of West Virginia, and
Elizabeth St. George of New York.
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Appalachian district suffered from high unemployment and a low standard of

living. Vera Buchanan of Pennsylvania publicly raised concerns about the threats
of officials in the Dwight D. Eisenhower administration to annihilate the Soviet
Union, using nuclear weapons in “massive retaliation” for military provocation.

Marguerite Stitt Church of Illinois questioned expenditures of vast sums on military
hardware for foreign countries, instead of on job-training and economic programs
Cbllgl”ﬁf.Y’ZUOmé’fl were for women in developing countries. Other women from this period, such as O’Day

more likely to brine a and Woodhouse (and later in the Cold War, Edith Green and Coya Knutson)

) 4 g brought a domestic perspective to the national security debate, arguing that
dOW&S‘fZCPB}CSpC)CIZ‘UE 10 improved economic and educational opportunities would best protect Americans’
the 72611‘1.077(1/.8‘66‘%}’1'0/ freedom. Helen Douglas linked U.S. civil rights reforms with Cold War national

) security objectives. Winning the support of potential allies in the global struggle
deédl?, arguing that against communism required fundamental changes at home. Racial segregation in
ZMPFO’Ué‘dI economic and America, Douglas said on the House Floor, “raises the question among the colonial

Jcati / . peoples of the earth ... as to whether or not we are really their friends, whether or
educaronal opporiuni- not we will ever understand their longing and right for self-determination.”?3
ties would éas‘z‘proz‘ea‘ Indeed, the domestic consequences of the Cold War were profound. American
Awmericans’ fi;'€€d]0m.f. officials had to garner public support for huge outlays for the containment policy

and, in making their case about the dangers of communism abroad, stoked fears
of communist infiltration at home. The House Committee on Un-American

Activities (HUAC), which held numerous high-profile public hearings, became
a soapbox from which anticommunist Members of Congress called attention to
the “red menace.”?4

During its 37-year history, no woman served on HUAC (later renamed the
Internal Security Committee), though several, including Edith Nourse Rogers
and Edna Kelly, supported its usefulness. Both Helen Douglas and Emily Douglas
attacked HUAC for its brusque tactics, which included publicizing unsubstantiat-
ed rumors. “No men are pure and unbiased enough to have this immense power to
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discredit, accuse and denounce which this committee wields,” Helen Douglas
declared. “It is un-American in-itself to be condemned in the press or before the
public without trial or hearing.”?5 In a speech entitled “My Democratic Credo,”
Douglas identified the real dangers to democracy as demagoguery and repressive
domestic controls justified in the name of national security.2® “Have we talked
about communists so much that we have begun to imitate them?” she asked.?’

In a 1950 campaign for one of California’s seats in the U.S. Senate, Representative
Richard Nixon of California, a member of HUAC, successfully employed smear
tactics to defeat Congresswoman Douglas, whom he labeled a communist sympa-
thizer. Representative Reva Bosone of Utah, formerly a Salt Lake City judge,
was turned out of office two years later, partly because her opponent attacked

her for opposing a bill granting wide-ranging powers to the newly created Central
Intelligence Agency.

Margaret Chase Smith, a freshman Senator, directly
challenged MecCarthy in a Senate Floor speech that
demonstrated great moral courage.

In the U.S. Senate, Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin made the shocking claimina
February 1950 speech in Wheeling, West Virginia, that he possessed a list of 205 com-
munists employed at the State Department. He then labeled World War II hero and
Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall a traitor and rebuked President Harry
Truman and Secretary of State Dean G. Acheson for being “soft” on communism. As
chairman of the Government Operations Committee’s Subcommittee on Investigations
in the 83rd Congress (1953-1955 ), McCarthy commenced hearings to root out “sub-
versive activities” in the federal government. His tactics received widespread attention
from the press but ferreted out no communists. However, many of the government
employees and private citizens who were called before his committee had their careers
and reputations ruined.?

Few of his contemporaries publicly countered McCarthy’s unsubstantiated
charges. Outgoing Representative Woodhouse told the New 2ork Times, “It is the job
of every balanced, conscientious person to steer us away from the dangers of hysteria
and to label as traitors those in public positions who attempt to gain personal bene-
fit from playing on the fears of the masses of the people.”?9 Margaret Chase Smith,

a freshman Senator, directly challenged McCarthy in a Senate Floor speech that
demonstrated great moral courage. In an address she later called her “Declaration
of Conscience,” Senator Smith said, “those of us who shout the loudest about
Americanism ... are all too frequently those who, by our own words and acts, ignore
some of the basic principles of Americanism—the right to criticize; the right to hold
unpopular beliefs; the right to protest; the right of independent thought.” Although
she did not mention McCarthy by name, her meaning was unmistakable. She

also took her colleagues to task for condoning the permissive context in which

Communist-hunting Senator Joseph
McCarthy of Wisconsin (center) confers
with bis two principal aides, G. David
Schine (left) and Roy Cobn in this Fune
1954 photo. McCarthy came to prominence
in February 1950 when he accused the
State Department of being infiltrated

by dozens of communists. In 1953,

Mc Carthy became chairman of the
Government Operations Committee’s
Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations—a prime perch from
which to pursue alleged communist
activities in the U.S. government.
MecCarthy’s sweeping and unsubstantiated
accusations, carried widely by the press,
produced no communists but ruined many
careers and perpetuated public fears
about domestic subversives.

IMAGE COURTESY OF AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS

CONGRESSWOMEN IN AN AGE OF CRISES I 1935—1954 * 147



Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt (lef?)
and Senator Margaret Chase Smath of
Maine on the set of the political television
program Face the Nation zn Washington,
D.C.,on November 11, 1956. Both women
were leading figures in the Democratic and
Republican parties, respectively.
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McCarthyism was allowed to flourish and in which Senate debate had been
“debased to the level of a forum of hate and character assassination.”3° McCarthy’s
downfall came in the spring of 1954 when he investigated the U.S. Army in televised
hearings; his ruthless and exaggerated tactics were broadcast to millions of viewers.
In December 1954, the Senate censured McCarthy. Voting with the majority were his
Republican colleagues Senator Smith and Senator Abel.

CRAFTING AN IDENTITY

Second-generation women in Congress legislated sporadically on issues of
special importance to their gender and on the initiative of individuals rather than
that of a group. The paucity of Congresswomen inhibited the development of a
coherent women’s-issues agenda until the 1970s. Few embraced a “feminist” agenda
—preferring to work within the prescribed institutional channels.

There were exceptions, however. Congresswoman Winifred Stanley intro-
duced the first equal-pay legislation in Congress, arguing that women and men
should receive the same compensation for the same type of work. “Merit, regard-
less of sex, should be the basis of employment,” Stanley said. “Jobs should be filled
by those best qualified by ability, training and experience, with the consideration
given to men and women of the armed services.”3" Unsuccessful equal pay measures
were introduced repeatedly in the decades that followed, notably by Representative
Kelly in 1951 and by Representative Cecil Harden of Indiana in 1957. Stanley, along
with then-Representative Margaret Chase Smith, also renewed the drive for the
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment in 1943 to mark the 20th anniversary of
its introduction to Congress.

House veteran Mary Norton realized that there were not enough women in
Congress to support such an agenda. In the months immediately following the war,
she despaired that a quarter century after earning the vote, women had failed to
organize as an effective political bloc. “We won’t see a dozen women in Congress
in our day because women won’t vote for women,” Norton lamented.3* More than a
dozen women did serve in the 83rd Congress, two years after Norton retired. But
women did not consistently hold even two dozen seats in Congress (about § per-
cent of the total membership) until the mid-198os.

Chase Woodhouse, one of Norton’s contemporaries, recalled that she and her
women colleagues in the House earnestly pursued individual projects but did not
reach a consensus on legislation about issues that were particularly relevant to
women, namely, education, employment, childcare, reproductive rights, and health
issues. Norton, Woodhouse observed, worked hard to minimize distinctions
between women and men in everyday House activities, insisting that the men treat
the women as “Congressmen”; there were no “ladies first” in the line for the elevator,
and women Members would wear plain business suits and no “frillies” or hats on
the House Floor. “None of us were women’s women,” Woodhouse recalled years
later of colleagues like Emily Douglas, Helen Douglas, Sumner, and Luce.33
Woodhouse secured federal money for programs and organizations that were
important to women, particularly prenatal clinics and child welfare agencies.3+
Acutely concerned with helping women in the workplace, Woodhouse nevertheless
distanced herself from vocal feminists. “I always say I never attack a brick wall,”
she observed years later. “I try to go around it, and the people who are defending



the other side are so surprised to see me that they even say, ‘How do you do?
What can I do for you?”35 Her colleague Frances Bolton chafed at the term
“Congresswoman.” “It doesn’t exist” in the dictionary, she once snapped. “We've
had Congressmen here for a good many generations. But we’ve never had
Congresswomen. You're a woman Congressman. It’s just like a chairman. Some
people say chairwoman. But that’s just silly’36

Importantly, however, a new legislative style for women in Congress was being
pioneered by celebrities-turned-politicians—a “show horse,” or publicity-driven
style.37 Capitalizing on their fame, Luce and Helen Douglas chose to become par-
tisan champions of the issue du jour rather than to specialize in areas of legislative
interest. Congresswoman Luce, a glamorous playwright, delivered the keynote
address at the 1944 GOP National Convention; it was the first time a woman was
accorded this honor by a major party.3® Several weeks later, Douglas, an actress
and a singer and the wife of film star Melvyn Douglas—then making her first run
for the House—was featured prominently at the Democratic National
Convention.39 The energy these women derived from the intense media coverage of
their House careers became part of their style. Reflecting late in life on her move
to a career in politics, Douglas remarked, “I never felt I left the stage.”+© While nei-
ther Luce nor Douglas used this legislative style to advance a “women’s-issues”
agenda, later generations of women in Congress adopted their style to become pub-
lic advocates for feminist concerns, particularly Bella Abzug of New York and, to a
lesser degree, Martha Griffiths of Michigan and Patricia Schroeder of Colorado.
In the late 1940s, California Congressman Jerry Voorhis marveled at the precari-
ous balancing act of his women colleagues, who charted “a course midway between
two fatal mistakes.” Voorhis observed that “the woman member must take care that
she does not base her appeal for the cause in which she is interested on the fact of
her womanhood. She cannot expect chivalry from the male members when it comes
to casting their votes. Neither, on the other hand, can she hope to gain a strong
position for herself if she attempts the role of a hail fellow well met and tries to be
like the men. What she has to do is to be simply a member of the House who quite
incidentally happens to belong to the female sex.”+!

Institutional and cultural barriers added to the precariousness of women’s
new foothold in national political life. The Cold War, enduring paternalistic
social patterns, and the temporary decline of feminist reform blunted women’s
drive for political power, leaving the third generation of Congresswomen—those
elected from the 1950s to the early 1970s—to begin fundamentally altering the
legislative landscape.

Accompanied by U.S. Marine officers,
Senator Margaret Chase Smith tours
a US. military facility. Smith was
the first woman to serve on the Armed
Services Committee in both the House
and the Senate.
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VISUAL STATISTICS III

Congressional Service

This timeline depicts the span of congressional service for women first sworn in . ——

21 SENATE REPUBLICANS

between 1935 and 1954.

Il HOUSE DEMOCRATS
SENATE DEMOCRATS

Hazel Abel
Betty Farrington ]
Eva Bowring B
Leonor Sullivan |
Gracie Pfost |
Vera Buchanan |
Maude Kee |
Ruth Thompson ]
Marguerite Church |
Edna Kelly |
Cecil Harden |
Reva Bosone |
Vera Bushfield |
Katharine St. George |

Georgia Lusk
Eliza Pratt | |
Helen Mankin | |
Chase Woodhouse |
Helen Douglas |
Emily Douglas ]
Willa Fulmer | 1
Winifred Stanley ] |
Clare Booth Luce | ]
Veronica Boland | 1
Katharine Byron | |
Florence Gibbs | 1
Margaret Chase Smith | —
Frances Bolton
Clara McMillan | -
Jessie Sumner | |
Gladys Pyle
Elizabeth Gasque

i
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Dixie Graves N
Nan Honeyman | ﬁ

Rose Long N

Caroline O’Day *
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1. Source: Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774—2005 (Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 2005); also available at
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House and Senate Party Affiliation*
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Caroline O*Day
1875-1943

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE * DEMOCRAT FROM NEW YORK
1935-1943

longtime suffragist with strong ties to New York
politics and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt,
Caroline O’Day was an unwavering supporter
of New Deal legislation and a fervent pacifist during
her four terms in the House. Once, when asked what she
would do if the United States became embroiled in a war,
she declared, “I would just kiss my children good-bye
and start off for Leavenworth.”! Those convictions
changed, however, when O’Day realized the aims of
Nazi Germany.

Caroline Love Goodwin was born on June 22, 1875, on
a plantation in Perry, Georgia, daughter of Sidney Prior
Goodwin and Elia Warren. Caroline Goodwin graduated
from the elite Lucy Cobb Institute in Athens, Georgia,
and for eight years studied art in Paris (with James
McNeill Whistler), Munich, and Holland, and briefly at
the Cooper Union. In 1902, she married Daniel T. O’Day,
son of a Standard Oil Company executive, whom she met
in Europe. They settled in Rye, New York, and had three
children: Elia, Daniel, and Charles.

Caroline O’Day first became interested in politics
after witnessing a suffrage parade with her husband, who
turned to his wife and asked why she wasn’t marching
with the procession.? She later joined the Westchester
(NY) League of Women Voters, where she became an
officer and first met Eleanor Roosevelt. After the death of
her husband in 1916, Caroline O’Day dedicated herself to
improving the lives of working-class poor in the inner city.
She served on the board of directors and volunteered at
Lillian Wald’s Henry Street Settlement on Manhattan’s
Lower East Side. A pacifist who opposed U.S. entry into
World War I, O’Day became vice chair of the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom. In 1917, she
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joined Jeannette Rankin in support of the enfranchisement
of New York women. Her first political appointment
came in 1921 when New York Governor Alfred E. Smith
named her to the state board of social welfare, supervising
care for dependent juveniles. In 1923, O’Day became asso-
ciate chair of the New York state Democratic Committee
and directed its women’s division—holding both positions
until her death. She traversed New York, logging more
than 8,000 miles with Eleanor Roosevelt and other women
leaders to organize voters. As a reward, the party appoint-
ed her chair of the New York delegation to the 1924
Democratic National Convention.3 Together, O’Day and
Roosevelt led delegations of women to Albany to press
the legislature to adopt Governor Smith’s programs. She
worked for Smith’s presidential campaign in 1928 and
for Franklin Roosevelt’s successful 1932 campaign. After
Roosevelt’s inauguration, O’Day was named New York’s
director of the National Recovery Administration.
O’Day’s 1934 race for one of two New York At-Large
seats in the U.S. House of Representatives drew national
attention because of the candidate’s highly placed supporter:
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.# O’Day secured the nomi-
nation when Roosevelt allies ousted the first-term incum-
bent, John Fitzgibbon (former mayor of Oswego) from
the ticket, citing his insufficient support for New Deal
initiatives.5 Eleanor Roosevelt backed O’Day and, in the
process, became the first First Lady to actively campaign
for a congressional candidate—making a half dozen
speeches and even chairing her campaign committee.®
GOP leaders were incensed at the break with tradition
and labeled O’Day as a “Yes” vote for the Roosevelt
administration. Eleanor Roosevelt defended her actions
on personal and political grounds.7 “I am doing this as an
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individual,” she said. “I believe in certain things, and . ..
I feel I am justified in making this effort in my own state,
because I know its problems.”®

While Republicans howled at Eleanor Roosevelt’s
involvement, O’Day’s principal opponent, Nyack lawyer
Natalie F. Couch, refused to go on the attack and stuck to
a vague nine-point platform that promised to fight unem-
ployment and support “humane” public relief programs
while balancing the federal budget.9 O’Day’s platform
stressed better wages and working conditions for laborers,
strong support for federal intervention to relieve the
effects of the Great Depression, and the need to involve
women in local and national government.’® O’Day also
tapped into a state network of Democratic women’s
groups and arranged for prominent national women’s
figures to canvass New York on her behalf. Self-styled as
the “Flying Squadron,” the group included such luminaries
as the aviator Amelia Earhart (O’Day’s Rye neighbor),
Elizabeth Wheeler (daughter of Montana Senator Burton
K. Wheeler), and Josephine Roche, a prominent Colorado
politician.” O’Day topped a slate of 12 candidates with
27.6 percent of the vote, just barely ahead of Democrat
Matthew J. Merritt and only a few percentage points in
front of Couch. O’Day’s platform had broad appeal for
Depression-Era New Yorkers: “Higher standards for
wage earners, adequate relief at lowest cost to the taxpayer,
a sound policy, and wider opportunity for women in
government.”'?> The GOP ran women candidates in the
next three elections in unsuccessful attempts to unseat
O’Day. None could close O’Day’s and Merritt’s several-
hundred-thousand-vote margins.'3

Once in the House, O’Day received assignments on the
Immigration and Naturalization Committee and on the
Insular Affairs Committee. She also chaired the Committee
on Election of President, Vice President, and Representatives
in Congress from 1937 to 1943. She, along with Mary T.
Norton and Isabella S. Greenway was one of the most pop-
ular and recognizable women in Congress. O’Day’s trade-
mark was her collection of hand fans. Known as “The
Lady of the Fans”, she carried them into committee hear-
ings and onto the House Floor.'+
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Congresswoman O’Day’s first passion was the pursuit
of world peace. Her affiliation with the group World
Peaceways, led O’Day to propose several measures she
believed would deter world conflict: the adoption of
a national referendum to allow voters to decide for or
against a war; federal government control of the arms
industry; and a government-backed educational campaign
about the horrors of war. Women played a particularly
important role in the protest movement, O’Day noted,
because as mothers they “pay the first and greatest cost
of war.”'5 She represented the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom at the International
Conference for the Maintenance of Peace in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, in 1936.16 She was concerned with the
prospect of “total war,” in which civilian targets—urban
and industrial, in particular—were as important to strate-
gists as traditional military targets. The Spanish Civil
War, then raging in Spain, as well as Japanese and Nazi
tactics in the opening years of World War 11, would con-
firm O’Day’s fears. O’Day urged that the U.S. and other
nations adopt a “standard of ethics” that would outlaw
mass killings.7

O’Day’s work extended beyond pacifist principles.
National security, she observed, derived from stable
domestic life.™® She was a staunch supporter of the
New Deal and looked to advance the cause of labor and
children’s issues. O’Day’s first major legislative victory
was in winning the delay of the deportation of 2,600
immigrants (many of them with dependents who had citi-
zenship rights in the U.S.), pending a thorough review by
Congress.'9 She helped attach a child labor amendment
to the 1936 Walsh—Healy Act, which set employment
standards for federal contracts, and to the 1938 Fair
Labor Standards Act, which fixed minimum wages for
employment. The Congresswoman also called for a dra-
matic expansion of the government’s aid to the dependent
children program, which she described as a “national
investment.”2° In 1940, O’Day urged colleagues to adopt
federal aid programs for migrant workers, especially for
children of migrants, who often toiled in the fields along-
side their parents.?! O’Day also fought to keep funding
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for federal arts projects in theater, music, and writing,
initiated by the Works Progress Administration.??
Representative O’Day consistently championed pro-
gressive civil rights causes. She supported an antilynching
bill that came before Congress in 1935, noting that “I have
been interested in the efforts Southern women have been
making to curb this horrible thing.”?3 She backed a 1937
version of the bill that passed the House. She also criticized
the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1939 when
they refused to allow African-American singer Marian

lobby in the nation.”?® Eventually, however, when Nazi
forces overran Western Europe and intensified atrocities
against Jews and other minorities in Germany and the
occupied countries, O’Day changed her position. She
supported increased armaments for the American military.
After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941, Congress voted overwhelmingly to declare war on
Japan. O’Day, who by that time suffered from a chronic
long-term illness, was absent for the vote. She later told
House colleagues that, had she been present, she would

“Women will no longer consent ro war. There is no problem affecting humanity that cannor

be settled without recourse to the battlefield.”

—CAROLINE O’DAYy, INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA, 1936

Anderson to perform at Constitution Hall. In 1939, O’Day
opposed legislation to create detention camps for aliens,
a plan that foreshadowed later wartime internment camps
for Japanese Americans. She derided the bill as “a negation
of every idea and policy and principle that our country
holds dear.”?4 Her suffrage background and her tireless
work on behalf of underrepresented minorities, however,
did not translate into support for an equal rights amend-
ment. Like many of her women colleagues, O’Day publicly
rejected the idea, fearing that it would undermine protec-
tive laws she had helped implement for single women and
working mothers in the labor force.?s

Her pacifist views threatened to bring her into open
conflict with the Roosevelt administration as America’s
entry into World War II grew imminent. O’Day opposed
modification of the Neutrality Acts to authorize arms
sales to nations at war with Nazi Germany and voted
against the 1940 Selective Training and Service Act. She
lashed out against the U.S. military as the “most powerful

have voted for the war resolution. “Japan, Germany, and
Italy have decided the issue of peace or war,” O’Day said.?
Poor health brought O’Day’s career to a premature
end. Her 1940 election had been carried on largely by her
daughter, Elia, who made campaign appearances for her
convalescing mother. O’Day declined to run for a fifth
term in 1942, after she suffered complicating injuries
from a fall. She was succeeded by Republican Winnifred
Stanley, who prevailed against Democratic candidate
Flora Dufour Johnson in the 1942 general elections.
O’Day died on January 4, 1943, a day after the end of

her congressional service.
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IN 1939, O'DAY OPPOSED
LEGISLATION TO CREATE
DETENTION CAMPS FOR ALIENS,
A PLAN THAT FORESHADOWED
LATER WARTIME INTERNMENT
CAMPS FOR JAPANESE AMERICANS.
SHE DERIDED THE BILL AS “A
NEGATION OF EVERY IDEA AND
POLICY AND PRINCIPLE THAT OUR

COUNTRY HOLDS DEAR.”
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Rose McConnell Long
1892-1970

UNITED STATES SENATOR * DEMOCRAT FROM LOUISIANA
19361937

ose Long emerged from behind the long shadow
of her flamboyant husband, the slain Louisiana
populist Huey P. Long, to fill his Senate seat for
an abbreviated term. Accompanied by her children, Long
diligently assumed her husband’s committee duties while,
in Baton Rouge, the shattered remnants of the Long polit-
ical machine vied for a permanent successor.
Rose McConnell was born in Greensburg, Indiana,
on April 8, 1892. She was the first child born to Peter
McConnell, a farmer, and Sally B. McConnell, who came
from a long line of southern planters. The McConnell
family moved to Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1901, where
Rose attended the public schools and later became a local
schoolteacher. In 1910, she entered a cake baking contest
with a “bride loaf cake.” One of the judges, a traveling
salesman who had sponsored the contest to pitch the lard
substitute he was selling, was named Huey Pierce Long.
Rose McConnell won the contest, struck up a long corre-
spondence with the itinerant Long, and, in 1913, in
Memphis, Tennessee, she married him. The Longs moved
to New Orleans, where Rose worked as a secretary to pay
Huey’s way through the Tulane Law School. After finish-
ing a three-year program in seven months, he was admitted
to the bar in 1915. Rose Long put her stenography skills
to use on behalf of her husband’s early political cam-
paigns and served as a political adviser. Meanwhile she
raised their three children: Rose, Russell, and Palmer.
In 1928, after serving on the state railroad commission,
Huey Long was elected Louisiana governor. As the
state’s political boss, he introduced sweeping legislation
that ushered in large public works programs. Two years
later, he won election to the U.S. Senate where, in the
early years of the Depression, he gained a large populist
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following of farmers and laborers who rallied around his
“Share the Wealth” initiative.

Rose Long distanced herself from her husband’s political
work during his years as governor, though she remained
supportive.! Unlike her egomaniacal husband, Rose shied
from the spotlight and served as the anchor for her young
family. She was so unobtrusive as Louisiana’s First Lady
as to be largely unknown to many of her husband’s con-
stituents. While Long traveled in large caravans and
constantly in the company of bodyguards, Rose Long
routinely drove the family car on long trips with the
children, recalling that she occasionally stopped to
pick up hitchhikers, whom she and her daughter would
pepper with questions about politics without revealing
their identities.?

Huey Long’s political ambitions stretched all the way
to the White House. He won election as Louisiana governor
by tapping into voter discontent with conservative rule
and pledging a tax-the-rich program. In the Senate, he
eventually charged that FDR’s New Deal programs had
been co-opted by conservative business interests. In the
fall 1932 elections, as a jab at his chief Senate rival, Long
led a last-minute campaign blitz in Arkansas to help elect
Hattie Caraway, who bucked the political establishment
by refusing to retire after a brief appointment to succeed
her late husband. With Long’s help, she won a full six-year
term. Huey Long became a national figure in opposition
to FDR with his “Share the Wealth” program, which
called for a radical redistribution of wealth to afford
every American a decent standard of living. By 1935,
he was a serious contender for the presidency.3

Long had made a host of enemies. On September 8,
1935, the Senator was shot while visiting the Louisiana
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state capitol and died early on the morning of September
1oth. The scramble to name a successor to the “Kingfish”
made for pure political spectacle throughout the fall of
1935. Long organization leaders settled on a slate of can-
didates for the January 21, 1936, primary and the April 21,
1936, special election. Governor O.K. Allen, Long’s suc-
cessor, was nominated to fill out the remainder of Long’s
Senate term, set to expire in January 1937. Meanwhile, the
speaker of the Louisiana state house of representatives,
Allen Ellender, was chosen to run for the succeeding six-
year term. Richard W. Leche was named as the gubernato-
rial candidate, and Earl Long, Huey’s brother, displaced
Acting Lieutenant Governor James A. Noe on the ticket.
But the plan crumbled from the top down. Governor
Allen died before the primary, and Noe, his slighted
subordinate, succeeded him for a four-month term.4
Though snubbed by the Long organization, Noe had
been one of the Kingfish’s closest protégés. He bypassed
Ellender and chose Long’s widow, Rose, to succeed her
husband. In making his announcement on January 31,
1936, Noe crowed, “It is the happiest moment of my life.”
He also promised Rose Long that she would receive
unanimous backing from state party leaders—which she
soon did. To the press, he was more mellifluous: “The love
of Huey Long binds us together as a solid Gibraltar. . .
we’re united and there isn’t a hint of dissension in the party.’s
Critics charged Noe with “political trickery” and
attempting to advance his own ambitions for national
office. Newspapers speculated that Rose Long was a mere
compromise candidate who would hold the seat until a
victor emerged from the swamp of Louisiana politics. The
Washington Post denounced the move as destructive to the
advancement of women in politics because it seemed to
advance a family political dynasty rather than democratic
interests. “Women have as much right as men to seek and
fill political office,” the editors wrote. “But every time a
woman is elevated to a position of great influence merely
for sentimental reasons it becomes more difficult for
those who are really trained for effective public work to
win recognition.” Remembering Caraway’s election, they
further noted, “The fact that the two women now in the
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Senate owe their positions largely to Huey Long is a tragic
commentary upon the success of the feminist movement.”®

On February 10, 1936, Rose Long was sworn into the
Senate and took a seat alongside Hattie Caraway at the
back of the chamber. Upon taking office, she received
credentials made out to “Mrs. Huey Pierce Long,”
which she insisted be changed to “Rose McConnell
Long” After the ceremony, at which Vice President John
Nance Garner administered the oath of office before
virtually the entire Senate and packed galleries, Long
got right down to business, attending a floor speech
on U.S.— Japanese relations. She told reporters that she
intended to carry on her husband’s “Share the Wealth”
programs. “I am having all of our files and records sent
up, and will study them before making any announce-
ments. I am 100 percent for labor and the farmers, and
will vote for everything to help them.”7 Long settled
into several suites in a hotel on Connecticut Avenue in
the northwest part of the city—the same hotel that Huey
had occupied. She also brought her daughter, Rose, and
youngest son, Palmer, to stay with her in Washington.
On April 21, 1936, Rose Long won the special election
to serve the remainder of her husband’s term. With a
sparse crowd in the gallery that included Rose and sev-
eral schoolmates, she was sworn in a second time on
May 19, 1936.

Senator Long’s daughter, Rose, whom she brought
to Washington, was more than just a supportive family
member. The younger Rose possessed the political acumen
to help her mother, who was sometimes awkward in public-
speaking situations, adjust to her new role. The daughter
first had urged her mother to accept the nomination
because, she recalled, it seemed “the right thing to do28
The immediate family members believed that Russell was
best equipped to eventually carry out his father’s work—
and eventually he would, serving as Louisiana Senator
from 1948 to 1987 and chairing the Finance Committee.
Huey, Rose, and Russell were the only father-mother-
child combination in Senate history. In later years, despite
her apparent abilities, the younger Rose Long did not
enter public service.9
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Though her husband’s term did not expire until
January 3, 1937, Rose Long’s stint as a Senator was further
abbreviated when the second (and final) session of the
74th Congress (1935—1937) adjourned on June 20, 1936—
four months after she came to Washington. She worked
hard during that stint, however, preferring the routine of
committee work to the public forum of the Senate Chamber.
In stark contrast to her husband, Rose Long shied from
the limelight and made few floor speeches. She fit com-
fortably into the committee work that Huey Long often
neglected. Rose Long received five assignments: Claims,
Immigration, Interoceanic Canals, Post Offices and Post
Roads, and Public Lands and Surveys. Her efforts on the
Committee on Public Lands led to the enlargement of
Chalmette National Historic Park on the site of the Battle
of New Orleans in the War of 1812. “Had we not won the
battle,” she said in one of her rare speeches, “we would
have a British Colony west of the Mississippi.” © In
March of 1936, she joined her Louisiana colleague, John
H. Overton, and the Senators from Arkansas and Texas to
seek authorization of the attendance of the Marine Band
at the centennial celebration in Arkansas and Texas and at
the 46th Confederate Reunion in Shreveport, Louisiana.

Long’s brief Senate career, so representative of her
behind-the-scenes approach to life, fit the pattern of her
postpolitical life. She made few floor speeches and quietly
left the Senate when the 74th Congress adjourned on
January 3, 1937, and Allen Ellender, who had won the
general election, succeeded her. Rose Long retired to
private life in Shreveport. On May 27, 1970, she died in
Boulder, Colorado, where, after a long illness, she had
gone to live with her daughter.

FOR FURTHER READING

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, “Rose
McConnell Long,” http://bioguide.congress.gov
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Emory University (Atlanta, GA), Robert W. Woodruff
Library. Papers: In the Huey Pierce Long Collection,
1926—1938. The collection includes a portrait of Rose
McConnell Long.

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, LA),
Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections.
Papers: Items are scattered throughout the Huey Long
collections. Finding aids are available in the repository.
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Nan Wood Honeyman
1881-1970

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE * DEMOCRAT FROM OREGON
1937-1939

Roosevelt family friend and New Deal stalwart,
Nan Wood Honeyman of Oregon won election
to the House of Representatives during the 1936
landslide re-election of President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
As an unreconstructed supporter of the President,
Honeyman experienced the promises and pitfalls of hitch-
ing her political wagon to executive programs that did not
always rest well with her constituents.
Nan Wood was born in West Point, New York, on
July 15, 1881. Her father was Charles Erskine Scott Wood,
Indian fighter, poet, and former adjutant of the United
States Military Academy. In 1883, he resigned from the
army and moved his family to Portland, Oregon. “Nanny”
attended private schools and graduated from St. Helen’s
Hall in 1898. She later attended the Finch School in New
York City for three years, where she studied music and
established a lifelong friendship with Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt. In 1907, she married David Taylor
Honeyman, secretary-treasurer of the Honeyman
Hardware Company in Portland, and they raised three
children: Nancy, David, and Judith. David Honeyman,
whom his wife described as a “Roosevelt Republican,” was
supportive of her nascent political career though he was
determined to “keep my wife’s politics out of my business.”!
Nan Honeyman became active in local and state poli-
tics in her late 40s as an anti-Prohibition activist. Though
a teetotaler herself, Honeyman rejected the idea that “any
law governing people’s personal conduct should be a part
of the Constitution.” In 1928, she became head of the
Oregon division of the Women’s National Organization
for Prohibition Reform. Two years later, she aligned with
liberal interests in the state and became vice chair of the
Oregon Democratic Committee. The party asked her to

IMAGE COURTESY OF OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

run for Congress in 1930 as Portland’s U.S. Representative.
It was a testament to what party leaders believed
Honeyman’s potential was as a vote getter. Since the
district was created through reapportionment in 1912,
only one Democrat had ever won election there and, then,
only for a single term. Honeyman declined the offer but
campaigned actively for the eventual Democratic candidate,
General Charles H. Martin. Martin won election to two
consecutive terms. In 1933, Honeyman served as president
of the state constitutional convention which ratified the
21st Amendment, repealing Prohibition. A year later,
when Martin won election as Oregon governor, party
leaders again prevailed on Honeyman to run for the
Portland seat. She again declined, according to one
newspaper account, because she was apprehensive about
her lack of experience in elective office.3 She instead
campaigned for and won a seat in the Oregon house of
representatives. Honeyman later served as a delegate to
the Democratic national conventions of 1936 and 1940.

In 1936, Honeyman challenged freshman incumbent
Republican William A. Ekwall in the race for the
Portland seat. Honeyman embraced the New Deal
platform of President Roosevelt and supported the plan
championed by Eleanor Roosevelt and Labor Secretary
Frances Perkins, which called for a pension drawn from
taxing an individual’s lifetime income. Honeyman refused
to endorse a competing proposal—the so-called
Townshend Plan. Francis Townshend, a California doctor,
had advocated “universal” old-age pensions of $200 per
month to every American 65 years or older. A faction
of the Democratic Party, “Townshendites,” ran John A.
Jefferey as an Independent candidate after Honeyman
scooped up the nomination.* Honeyman held two
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advantages, in particular: a strong network of women’s
groups from her anti-Prohibition work and a door-to-door
campaign style. Honeyman visited Portland factories to
talk with workers on their lunch breaks. She canvassed
the city, walking block by block to speak with housewives
and retirees. “Don’t ever think that the day of personal
campaigning is past,” Honeyman declared. “Voters want
to know who is representing them. And women running
for office can overcome much masculine prejudice
by meeting the men voters face to face.”S At the 1936
Philadelphia convention, she gained valuable publicity by
seconding FDR’s nomination. In a state where two-thirds
of voters preferred FDR to Republican Alf Landon in
the fall elections, Honeyman benefited from presidential
coattails. She captured g3 percent of the vote, while
Ekwall, her closest competitor, managed only 31 percent.®
She became the first woman to represent Oregon in
Congress. Honeyman’s youngest daughter, 20-year-old
Judith, came to work for her mother in Washington.”

On January 4, 1937, when Honeyman took the oath
of office she told a reporter that she intended to “keep
my eyes and ears open and my mouth shut,” during the
first session.® She largely fulfilled that pledge. During
her House service, Honeyman staunchly supported the
New Deal. She was assigned to three committees: Indian
Affairs, Irrigation and Reclamation, and Rivers and
Harbors. The latter assignment was a valuable one,
considering the port business of her district. Honeyman
supported a range of federal programs that benefited
her constituents. She voted for a resolution to continue
loans to farmers in 1937 for crop production and harvest-
ing, noting that about 10,000 Oregon farmers had bene-
fited from the program since Roosevelt had taken office.9
Honeyman supported the President’s neutrality policies,
including the 1937 Neutrality Act, which created a “cash
and carry” program whereby belligerents could purchase
strategic goods in the U.S. and ship them back on non-
American carriers. She was uncomfortable, however,
with America becoming an arsenal for Atlantic allies.
U.S. security, she declared, might be “accomplished more
effectively and quickly by concentrating our naval and
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military programs to this end and by eliminating all phas-
es of that program which might constitute needless prepa-
ration for aggressive warfare.”’° In 1938, Honeyman spon-
sored a bill authorizing the federal government to acquire
lands along the Columbia River on which to build a large
naval port and air base. Referred to the Naval Affairs
Committee, it did not pass.™

But for all Honeyman’s connections and her key com-
mittee post, she seemed a bit adrift in Washington. Her
forays onto the House Floor were infrequent, and her leg-
islative interests were eclectic, ranging from strengthening
the nation’s defenses to proposing that the federal
government create a national award for poetry. Honeyman
seemed at times curiously aloof to the interests of her
district’s constituents. For instance, during Irrigation and
Reclamation Committee debate over appropriations for
the completion and operation of the Bonneville Dam along
the Columbia River, she often deferred from delivering
her opinion, noting only that she unreservedly supported
whatever actions President Roosevelt recommended. The
Bonneville Dam was one of the great public works projects
of the New Deal. Construction commenced in 1933, and by
its completion five years later, the dam, combined with its
system of locks, promised to open navigation along vast
stretches of the Columbia River (with its mouth at the
Pacific in Portland) and to generate electricity for large
swaths of the Northwest. Honeyman did weigh in on the
nascent issues of private versus public power, fighting to
make a greater share of the hydroelectric power generated
by the Bonneville Dam available to publicly owned coop-
eratives. To that end, Congresswoman Honeyman fought
for congressional funding for more transmission lines to
meet the projected increase in demand for power from the
facility.” In an effort to limit the role of private utility
companies, Honeyman also sought to keep Bonneville’s
power-generating function securely under the oversight
of the Interior Department.’

The critical turning point for the freshman Representative
seems to have been her unflinching support for Roosevelt
in the midst of the “court-packing” fight in 1937, when the
President sought to create a Supreme Court more favorable
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to his New Deal programs. Critics accused FDR of under-
mining the independence of the judiciary. In support of
Roosevelt’s plan, Honeyman mailed out a mimeographed
letter to constituents. She declared her allegiance to FDR,
telling voters in her district that she would not oppose the
President’s effort “to liberalize the judiciary” Pouncing
on this episode, critics described Honeyman as a “stencil
for the White House duplicating machine.”™#

‘When Honeyman ran for re-election in 1938, she
beat William J. Pendergast, Jr., by a wide margin in the
Democratic primary. But in the general election she faced
a formidable candidate—liberal Republican Homer D.
Angell. Trained as a lawyer, Angell was in the state senate
after three terms in the Oregon house of representatives
and enjoyed wide name recognition in Portland. Despite
the Roosevelt administration’s efforts to aid her re-election—
the First Lady endorsed Honeyman in her syndicated
newspaper column and Interior Secretary Harold Ickes,
who admired the Congresswoman’s stand on public
power, stumped on her behalf during the campaign’s home
stretch—Honeyman lost to Angell by a thin margin of
about 2,500 votes, §I to 49 percent.’S Overall, Democrats
lost 78 congressional seats in the 1938 mid-term elections.
In 1940, Honeyman again challenged Angell with the
support of Eleanor Roosevelt. However, with two
Independent candidates drawing off about 4,000 votes,
Angell won re-election by a slender margin, about 3,000
votes, or less than two percent of the total turnout.

After Congress, Honeyman stayed active in politics
and government. From August 1941 to May 1942 she was
the senior Pacific Coast representative of the Office of Price
Administration. In late 1941, she also was appointed by the
Multnomah County commissioners to fill a vacant seat
for a brief term in the Oregon state senate, but she resigned
several months later. Honeyman’s loyalty to the Roosevelt
administration was rewarded when FDR appointed her
the collector of customs in the 2g9th District, Portland, in
May 1942. She served in that position for 11 years, retiring
in July 1953. Honeyman moved to Woodacre, California,
in the mid-1960s and died there on December 10, 1970.
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Dixie Bibb Grayes
1882-1905

UNITED STATES SENATOR * DEMOCRAT FROM ALABAMA
1937-1938

ixie Bibb Graves, the first woman to serve in
Congress from Alabama, came to Washington
through an unusual route. When President
Franklin Roosevelt surprised the country by nominating
Senator Hugo Black to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1937,
Alabama Governor Bibb Graves provoked a storm of
criticism by naming his §§-year-old wife, Dixie Bibb
Graves, to fill the Senate seat. “She has as good a heart
and head as anybody,” the governor told the press.’
Dixie Bibb was born on July 26, 1882, on a plantation
near Montgomery, Alabama, to Payton and Isabel Bibb.
The family was long associated with Alabama politics.
Two of her ancestors had served as the first and second
state governors. Dixie was raised with an orphaned
cousin, Bibb Graves, and the two married in 1900 after
Bibb Graves graduated from Harvard University and
was serving as a state legislator. Although Dixie Graves’s
political power was clearly derivative, she boasted a long
career in state and regional women’s clubs, such as the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union and the Alabama
Federation of Women’s Clubs. From 1914 to 1917, while
her husband served overseas in the army, she was president
of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. She also
campaigned for women’s suffrage in Alabama. Bibb
Graves was governor twice, 1927—1931 and 1935-1939;
Alabama’s constitution prohibited consecutive terms in
the statehouse.? Dixie Graves was comfortable enough
on the stump to fill in for her husband, beginning with
the 1934 campaign. Press accounts described her as a
woman who was “at home with deep-sea fishing tackle, a
shotgun, a garden spade, or a silver ladle at the banquet
table.” She also was credited with drafting some of her
husband’s speeches and influencing key decisions. Her

IMAGE COURTESY OF THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., MEMORIAL LIBRARY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

campaign skills impressed enough people that she was
mentioned as a potential gubernatorial candidate for 1938.3

Governor Graves’s appointment of his wife in August
1937 provoked great controversy, but it also made political
sense. Alabama, like other southern states at the time, was
dominated by the Democratic Party, and power within the
party was divided among local organizations and machines.
Senator Hugo Black’s departure for the Supreme Court
had presented Governor Graves with an unexpected prob-
lem. The state constitution precluded Graves from filling
the Senate vacancy himself, and there was an impressive
list of viable claimants to the seat, each representing a
substantial political constituency or faction in the state.
One historian listed a former U.S. Senator, five U.S.
Representatives, a state senator, an industrialist, and a
lawyer as likely appointment prospects. 4 For Graves,
described by associates as “a natural-born dealer,” to
appoint his wife meant that he did not have to choose among
political factions within the state; he had left it to the voters to
choose.5 In addition, Dixie Graves’s income as a Senator
would be a welcome addition: the Senate rate was twice the
governor’s salary.®

Dixie Graves’s appointment, however, was opposed
by women’s groups, newspapers, and many Alabama con-
stituents. “In the Senate of the United States, where matters
of such grave importance arise as to try the ability (and
the souls) of veterans of many years, there is no place for a
woman appointee unless her past experience would justify
such action,” one woman wrote to a Birmingham newspaper.’
The Birmingham Age-Herald judged the governor’s decision
“repellent to the point of being offensive.”8

Dixie Graves was sworn in before the Senate on August
20, 1937, days before the first session of the 75th Congress
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(1937-1939) ended.9 She was seated in the “Cherokee
Strip,” the row of Democratic desks that took up the last
row on the Republican side of the aisle due to the large
Democratic majority. Graves suspected the seating was
meant to send a message. “I’'m supposed to be seen, per-
haps,” she said in a radio talk, “but certainly not heard.”’®
During her five months in office she served on the
Committee on Claims, the Committee on Education and
Labor, and the Committee on Mines and Mining. In the
Senate, she was not able to capitalize on her organizational
background—she was regarded by her colleagues for what
she was: an interim appointee, without her own political
base and without a future. Her political acumen, however,
stood her in good stead. When controversy broke out
over revelations that her predecessor, Justice Hugo
Black, had belonged to the Ku Klux Klan, she refrained
from commenting on the issue. “That has nothing to do
with me or with my office,” she said.™ “After a good look,
shocked Washingtonians decided that Governor Graves
could have made a worse appointment,” 7ime soon report-
ed.™ During her brief Senate service Dixie Graves
compiled a near-perfect attendance record and supported
New Deal programs.’3

For her part Senator Graves gained celebrity for her
maiden Senate speech of November 19, 1937, during the
southern filibuster against the Wagner—Van Nuys Anti-
Lynching Bill. Originally, no one expected Graves to have
a chance at participating much in Washington, but
President Roosevelt had called a special session of
Congress that fall. When she arrived back in the Capitol,
she was anticipating supporting the administration in aiding
farmers and expanding wage and hours benefits.'# Instead,
she found herself facing an angry Senate roiled during
this filibuster. “I abhor lynching,” she stated repeatedly as
she related a brief history of lynching. “Mr. President, I
rejoice, too, that in the South the constituted authorities,
diligent about their business and strengthened by public
opinion, are banishing the crime of lynching.” She observed
that lynchings had fallen by two-thirds during the previous
decade, and she suggested that the crime would disappear
in another few years. Graves concluded that there was no
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compelling reason for federal intervention in a local law-
enforcement issue: “surely only a compelling emergency
should cause this body to strike down the sovereignty of
an indestructible State and utilize the forces of the Federal
Government to insure law and order. No such emergency
exists. The problem is being solved.” The appearance
of the bill before the Senate, she judged, was not due to
political maneuverings. If neither the facts nor political
advantage had brought the bill before the Senate, she
blamed the media. “When one case of lynching occurs in
the South, the press of these United States blazons that
fact forth throughout the length and breadth of the
land, and in all of its details it reiterates all of the circum-
stances, and harps on the same thing so long that the
average person in remote sections who himself does not
know the truth is very apt to believe that an isolated case
is a typical one,” she said. Observers in the Senate Gallery
said they saw tears in her eyes as Senator Graves appealed
to her colleagues to defeat the bill. After her speech,
Senators from both parties gathered around to congratu-
late her.'S

Graves’s speech evoked strong support in the South.
“It was a hit,” reported the Washington Herald." “SHE
SPOKE ASA DAUGHTER OF THE DEEP SOUTH”
blared the Montgomery Advertiser.'7 The Washington Post
pronounced the speech one of the best on the subject,
making Graves the session’s best “surprise.”*® While
northern newspapers denounced Graves’s remarks,
Governor Graves distributed 10,000 copies of the speech
throughout Alabama and bragged to reporters that he
was “prouder than ever of my appointment and appointee.
She’s won her spurs by herself without help from anyone.
She didn’t need any”'9 Dixie Graves’s popularity in
Alabama rose to such an extent that a write-in campaign
was started to elect her to the Senate seat. She made it very
clear, though, that she was not interested. “I would not
consider serving here for any protracted length of time,”
she said. “My husband’s work keeps him in Alabama, and
I want to be there.”?® Representative Lister Hill won the
special election on January 4, 1938, defeating former

Senator J. Thomas Heflin.
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On January 10, 1938, Graves resigned from the Senate so
that her husband might appoint Hill to the seat immediately.
This customary practice provided added seniority for Hill
over those Senators who would be first elected in November
1938. In a farewell floor speech, Graves took special care to
thank her lone female colleague, Senator Hattie Caraway
of Arkansas. “I am grateful indeed, to my fellow woman
Senator, a woman who, though she first came to the Senate
by appointment, yet has made such a name for herself and
for womanhood that her own people have honored her
with election to this great office,” Graves noted, “and I do
devoutly hope that in time to come their example will be
followed in other states.”?! Senate Democratic Leader
Alban Barkley added “no Senator, whether man or woman,
who has come into this body in recent years, has made a
more favorable impression.” Barkley went on to add, “the
Senator from Alabama has conducted herself with dignity
and poise, with an intelligent and alert interest. .. "2

Back in Alabama, Dixie Graves resumed her civic activi-
ties while taking on new causes, such as the United Service
Organization (USO), the American Red Cross, and a
statewide recruitment drive for the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps during World War I1. She also became
the state advisor to the National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis.? When her husband died in 1942 while cam-
paigning for a third term as governor, she did not step up
to take his place. Bibb Graves had crafted a very personal
political machine that did not survive his death.?4 While
she was in Washington, Dixie Graves had put limits on her
political future. “I have always been interested in public
affairs and will continue to be, but I am not a candidate for
office,” she had said in 1937.% Dixie Graves remained active
in local civic activities until her death in Montgomery,
Alabama, on January 21, 1965.
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